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SACRED SECURITY 

"I know whom T have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto Him against that day .”—II Tim. 1:12 

T HESE are days of chaos and insecurity. Desolation and ruin 
have come upon millions of people because of the false promises 
of the Axis dictators. Even the promises of world security writ¬ 
ten into the charter of the United Nations at San Francisco are regard¬ 
ed at ofest as frail. The bewildered millions of the common people in 
Europe are like sheep without a shepherd. Even their church leaders 
have failed them, and nowhere can they find in the promises of men 
any real hope of stability for the future. 11 ere in America hopes are 
centered on grandiose government planning for social security, jobs 
for all and a peace that will have to be based upon armed might. 

No one can fail to see that, with the props so completely knocked 
from under their world, the masses of the people, in order to carry on, 
must he given faith in promises that have assurance of fulfillment. 
But such promises must have something more to back them than even 
the wealth and power of the Government of the United States. Not even 
Btalin in Russia can make his people believe that purely materialistic 
planning in a Soviet State is security enough. Rev. Dr. Hewlett John¬ 
son, Dean of Canterbury, who recently returned from a tour of the 
USSR, reported to the British News Chronicle that Stalin told him: 
'‘Religion cannot be stopped. Conscience cannot be stilled.” 

A promise is good only in proportion to the power that can bring 
it to fulfillment. Security is secure only in proportion to the stability 
and permanence that can be guaranteed. But no man or human institu¬ 
tion can fully guarantee the permanent stability of anything. To a 
power that can sustain without faltering, that is continuous and cap¬ 
able of putting a floor under human life, similar to a house built on a 
rock, people now must look. Such alone is the power of God as revealed 
t" us through the Saviour Jesus Christ, whose promises will never fail. 

Christ can give to all the security needed in these times of desolation 
ami ruin. By His sacred security all promises of human security— 
s oeial and otherwise—can be sustained till the end of time and beyond 
into eternity. 
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editorial notes and comments 


A HOME FOR EX-PRIESTS? 

REPORT from London, England, 
to the Catholic weekly, The Tid¬ 
ings, of July 20 stated that the country 
home of G. K. Chesterton at Beacons- 
field, Buckinghamshire, is being pur¬ 
chased by the Catholic Converts’ Aid 
Society for use as a rest-home for Prot¬ 
estant clergymen and their families who 
become Roman Catholics, immediately 
after their reception into the church. 
Archbishop Griffin of Westminster sug¬ 
gested the purchase and donated the 
first $40,000. An appeal is being made 
by which it is expected to raise another 
$40,000 needed to complete the pur¬ 
chase. 

Roman Catholics are a very small 
minority (about 4%) in England, and 
if they can afford to look after Protes¬ 
tant ministers and their families who 
join the Roman Catholic church, why 
is it not possible for Protestants in 
America to do likewise for unmarried 
Roman Catholic priests who leave the 
priesthood? Few know of the hardships 
a priest must suffer after he leaves the 
priesthood of the Roman church for 
conscience’ sake. He is deserted by his 
family and friends and invariably must 
walk a friendless path alone. 

CHRIST’S MISSION, founded and 
carried on by former Roman Catholic 
priests, has the unique purpose of help¬ 
ing such men. It offers them the hand 
of friendship, helps them to find a new 
spiritual life and, as far as funds do¬ 
nated for the purpose by our friends 


allow, contributes to their economic 
needs. An appeal for funds to help ex¬ 
priests and to provide a SUSTAINING 
FUND for our magazine, has been sent 
to all our readers and friends this past 
month. May we ask you, if you have not 
already done so, to join with us in mak¬ 
ing this plan a success? 


THE ATOMIC BOMB 

ESPITE the terribly destructive 
possibilities of the atomic bomb, 
we can rejoice and be thankful for two 
mercies connected with its first use. It 
brought the whole war to a quick end 
and thus saved further countless thou¬ 
sands of American and Japanese cas¬ 
ualties. But we should be more grateful 
still for the fact that this horrible weap¬ 
on is in the sole power of Protestant 
democratic countries, the United States, 
Canada and England. Providentially it 
has been kept out of the hands of the 
governments of Catholic-Fascist coun¬ 
tries. 

Can you imagine the consequence to 
all of us had this tremendous weapon 
and the means to manufacture it come 
into the power of countries such as 
Spain, Fascist Italy, Argentina or some 
other country pledged to defend and 
propagate the religion of the Roman 
Catholic church ? As it is, Spain is the 
seventh among the countries possessing 
deposits of uranium from which the 
atom lomh is made. 
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Tt is the admitted aim of the Roman 
Catholic church to make the whole 
world Catholic, either by persuasion or 
force. Tt is not so long since Inquisition 
times, when torture and death were the 
means employed to force people into 
submission to the Roman Catholic 
church. The heresy of Protestantism is 
still regarded in Roman church teach¬ 
ing as a worse crime than treason of 
any kind and punishable by death. For¬ 
tunately, the church of Rome in demo¬ 
cratic countries, so far. though it can 
indict for heresy, has no power to exe¬ 
cute. But all it needs is a government 
with the power and the will to use it 
on behalf of the propagation of Roman 
Catholic teachings. In the recently-pub¬ 
lished Catholic propaganda book, John 
Smith, Emperor, there is visualized the 
employment of a “ secret weapon ’ ’ that 
would paralyze all who would not con¬ 
form to Roman Catholic church teach¬ 
ings. 

Danger of the complete extinction of 
all Protestant freedoms would be pos¬ 
sible, were the Roman Catholic church 
to win control of our American govern¬ 
ment now that a weapon of such fear¬ 
ful proportions is in its power. This con- 
I rol could only be obtained by betrayal 
to Roman Catholic ideology from ■with¬ 
in. You cannot shoot a wrong idea, but 
wrong ideas can gain the power to shoot 
vou. 

This war that has happily ended in 
complete victory for us is proof that 
freedom and democracy will never die 
under open attack from an outside foe. 
But decadence and indifference can de¬ 
stroy them from within. 


THE POPE AND MR. PEGLER 

ESTBROOK PEGLER can serve 

a purpose at times. Born a Ro¬ 
man Catholic and trained as he has 
been by the Jesuits, he can see as clear¬ 
ly as we who have been priests that the 
real aim of Roman Catholic church 
policy is to keep the masses of the peo¬ 
ple of all countries in subjection and 
ignorance. Pegler takes special delight 
in making this known and giving it his 
approval. In his Hearst-syndieated col¬ 
umn, published in the N. Y. Journal- 
A merican of last July 10 and repeated 
for emphasis in the same paper on July 
IS, Pegler used the Pope and Msgr. 
Sheen to attack Henry Wallace’s ef¬ 
forts to create full employment after 
the war and to raise generally the stan¬ 
dard of living of the masses of the work¬ 
ing people. He entitled his column: 
“Vatican Repudiates Wallace’s Speech 
on Power to Masses.” 

Wallace’s speech that Pegler refers 
to was made last January 29, and ac¬ 
cording to Pegler, was “effectively re¬ 
pudiated’’ by the Pope on the follow¬ 
ing March 11. “To this end,” says 
Pegler, “Pope Pius XII said that there 
was danger in ‘the overwhelming 
strength of organized masses, ready to 
use their power to the detriment of 
tice and the rights of others.’ ” 

Not content with dragging in the 
Pope to attack Wallace, Pegler also 
quotes Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen as 
American endorsement of the Pope’s 
condemnation of Henry Wallace and 
his championing of “the Common 
Man.” “One week later,” he says, “in 
Si. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York, 
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Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen, the most dis¬ 
tinguished Catholic orator of his time, 
voieed a warning against manipulation 
of ‘the masses,’ who are personified by 
Wallace as ‘the Common man.’ He said 
that all the good in the world now was 
threatened by ‘the masses.’” 

We remember that sermon by Msgr. 
Sheen and called attention to it in our 
issue of April, 1945, as proof that the 
Vatican had taken up the fight against 
democracy where Hitler and Mussolini 
in defeat had left off. “All the good in 
the world,” he declared echoing the 
Pope, “is now [that Fascism and Naz¬ 
ism are gone] threatened by the masses” 
of the common people. To exemplify his 
meaning, Msgr. Sheen went on to say 
that ‘‘If was the masses of the Jewish 
people that crucified Christ.” 

Pegler’s endorsement of the Pope’s 
and Msgr. Sheen’s condemnation of the 
growing power of organized labor 
should convince those who may doubt 
what we say of the true aims of Vatican 
policy. 


NEW INQUISITION IN SPAIN 

BANCO seems determined to make 
all the people in Spain Roman Cath¬ 
olics whether they like it or not. His 
latest plan is to force religious instruc¬ 
tion on working men in factories and 
workshops in Barcelona and other cities. 
The Catholic Times of London, as re¬ 
ported in the Catholic Register of last 
July 25, states that ‘‘most of the fac¬ 
tories and big firms have their own 
special Catholic chaplains, and the man¬ 
agements allow a quarter of an hour 
daily period for the men to receive re¬ 
ligious instruction.” The Vatican radio. 
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it says, acclaims the results as “splen¬ 
did.” Factories that have no regular 
chaplain receive visits from priests 
called “missionaries of labor,” who also 
visit workers in their homes. 

Besides this, Catholic Action groups 
promote retreats for factory workers 
and miners in Asturia, and publish 
weekly Catholic papers “which cater to 
the interests of the working class.” 
These Catholic Action groups supply 
further propaganda to the workers by 
means of “schools, apprentices’ courses, 
sports centers, savings banks, and dis¬ 
pensaries and supply legal assistance 
when needed,” the report states. 

All these Catholic activities of Fran¬ 
co are praised in the Catholic press of 
America as substitutes for the activities 
that took place in factories in pre-Fran¬ 
co Republican Spain, which the Catho¬ 
lic Times’ report says were formerly 
‘‘hotbeds of Communist propaganda 
and conspiracy.” 

\ 

THE FILTH OF FASCISM 

IANO’S DIARY, although it obvi¬ 
ously has been doctored in an ef¬ 
fort to justify the author’s Fascist 
crimes, is proof of the decay of death 
that surrounded Fascism in Italy long 
before Mussolini declared war on the 
United States. What then can be said 
for our American journalists, our dip¬ 
lomats and big businessmen who must 
have known but were afraid to tell of 
its venality! They tried to appease Fas¬ 
cism and to bide the rot by repeating 
the marvelous fact that Mussolini made 
the trains run on time. But what bene¬ 
fit was it to a person to get from Naples 









October, 1045 


Tnu Converted Catholic Magazine 


201 


to Rome on time if lie were not free to 
speak the truth when lie got there? 

And how can history ever vindicate 
I he fawning adulation given to Musso¬ 
lini and his regime by the Roman Cath¬ 
olic cardinals and bishops of the United 
statesAH four American cardinals ac¬ 
cepted honors from II Duee and agreed 
with the late Pope Pius XI that he was 
“sent ltd Providence.” No one can ever 
excuse the Vatican itself for its part in 
the betrayal of the world to Fascism 
by the Lateral! Pact with Mussolini in 
1M2!). Its well-informed agents knew as 
much as Ciauo, who was a devout Ro¬ 
man Catholic and for a while Musso¬ 
lini's ambassador to the Vatican. 


CATHOLIC MOVIE 

CENSORSHIP 

ORTH READING is the article 
on the Catholic “Legion of De¬ 
cency” in the Mercury magazine of 
last June by Russell Whalen, author of 
The Flying Tigers. It shows how the 
entertainment of America’s sixty mil¬ 
lion movie-goers is controlled by this 
censorship organization of the Roman 
Catholic church. Its headquarters are 
at 23 East 51st Street in New York 
City, near St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 
where the reviews and recommenda¬ 
tions of all films are sifted by Msgr. 
John J. MeClafferty, executive secre¬ 
tary. Final decision in the condemna¬ 
tion of a film is made by the “Board of 
Consultors,” composed of sixteen New 
Tork priests and ten Catholic laymen. 

While admitting the need of certain 
restraints on movie-making in the in¬ 
terests of public morals, the author is 
forced to the conclusion that the Cath¬ 
olic “Legion of Decency,” which, he 


reminds ns. censors every foot of film 
that you see, clearly exercises “minor¬ 
ity rule over mass entertainment in 
America.” Quoting from Variety lie 
says: “It does not seem intelligent to 
permit a comparatively small sector of 
the populace completely to impose its 
standards on the whole world of art 
and literature, merely because there is 
no organization to oppose their efforts.” 

—- 



HITLER LEAVING THE ROMAN CATH¬ 
OLIC CATHEDRAL IN MUNICH. 


The significance of the above picture 
is the fact that it was published in 
“The Catholic Herald” of England, 
in its issue of May 5, 1931). 
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CATHOLICS AND PROTES¬ 
TANTS UNDER THE JAPS 

T HE WHOLE WORLD was shock¬ 
ed by the recent news of the mas¬ 
sacre by the Japanese of eleven Baptist 
missionaries in the Philippines on De¬ 
cember 20, 1943. Among them was the 
9-year-old son of Rev. and Mrs. Erie 
F. Rounds. According to Dr. Jesse Wil¬ 
son, secretary of the American Baptist 
Missionary Society, all eleven were be¬ 
headed by the Japanese in the hills of 
Panay. Their deaths were confirmed 
officially in 1944, but for security rea¬ 
sons the news was withheld till last 
June 1. 

Tn contrast to this and other instan¬ 
ces of brutal treatment of Protestant 
missionaries by the Japanese, is the re¬ 
port of the Religious News Service, as 
published in the Register, official Cath¬ 
olic weekly last June 3. This Catholic 
paper states: 

"A recent dispatch from Chungking, 
China, to the Religious Neics Service as¬ 
serted that Catholics have shown the 
least decline of Christian bodies in Japan 
during the war. Italian and German 
priests are still serving there, their semi¬ 
naries are open, and future priests are 
being trained. Conscription is not being 
enforced against seminarians." 

About the treatment of Protestant 
churches by the Japs, on the other 
hand, this same issue of the Catholic 
Register has the following to say: 

“All the non-Catholic Christian semi¬ 
naries have been closed and all Protes¬ 
tant publications are censored, although 
they are still being issued. Many of the 
clergy have been con scripted or forced 
into other duties . . . Eighty-three lead¬ 
ers of the ‘Holiness’ sect are in jail, and 
also many Seventh Day Adventists, be¬ 
cause they refused to compromise their 
beliefs and enter the new state-formed 
Christian Church.” 

To explain the favored treatment of 
Roman Catholics by the Japanese, the 
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Catholic Register cites the fact that, 
“The Japanese government set up dip¬ 
lomatic. relations with the Vat iron 
since the start of the war,” and “the 
fact that Archbishop Paul Marella, the 
Apostolic Delegate, formerly auditor 
of the Papal Delegation in Washing¬ 
ton, is an unusually able man.” Yet, 
“the Catholic church in Japan prop¬ 
er is not large,” it admits; “abotit 
100,000. ” Protestants in Japan number 
over 200,000. 

Why then the specially favored 
treatment of the Catholic church aud 
its missionaries by the Japanese? The 
truth is to be found in the political 
alliance between the Vatican and the 
Japanese. Ken Harada, Hirohito’s am¬ 
bassador to the Pope was enthusiasti¬ 
cally received by the Vatican shortly 
after Pearl Harbor, and the event 
greatly enhanced the political prestige 
of Japan, already swollen with pride 
at that time because of its vast Pacific 
conquests. And even now, in defeat, 
Japan can count upon the Vatican and 
its spokesmen in America to advocate 
mitigation of the harsh terms of its un¬ 
conditional surrender.* 


I 






* See our pamphlet: “Vatican-Japanese En¬ 
tente," listed on hack cover of our maga¬ 
zine. 




THOSE who indiscriminately accuse the 1 
Jews of killing Christ would do well to re¬ 
call His own words in John 10:17-18: 

“I lay down my life, that I might take 
it again. No man taketta it from me, I 
hut I lay it down of myself.” 


FOR $1.00 WE WIIJ, MAIL A 
BACK COPY OF THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE TO TEN OF 
YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINT¬ 
ANCES 

_ / 
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POPE PIUS XII 

He claims to be “The Vicar of Jesus 
Christ" and the infallible “mouthpiece” 
of God on earth. 

This picture was taken on May 25, 19S9, 
at the Lateran Basilica in Home. 


The idea of the Japanese Emperor as God 
is of quite recent manufacture. After 
Perry opened up the gates of Japan, emis¬ 
saries were sent to America and Europe 
to size up what was good in their systems. 
American democracy did not appeal to 
them. They admired Germany and copied 
its military and education systems. They 
re-modeled their God-Emperor after the 
Pope of Rome as the politico-religious 
link between earth and heaven. 


EMPEROR H1ROHITO OP JAPAN 
He claims to be "The Son of Heaven" 
and to speak for God. 
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CAUTERIZING THE CONSCIENCE 

By L. II. Lehmann 


S T. PAUL (/ Tim. 4:2) warns 
against those “speaking lies in hy¬ 
pocrisy; having their conscience 
scored, with a hot iron,” thus depriving 
it of the power of making moral dis¬ 
tinctions. 

It was against this crime in the theo¬ 
logical system of the Roman Catholic 
church that the Protestant reformers 
particularly protested— the same sys¬ 
tem that is practiced in the Roman 
Catholic church today. The demand for 
reformation in the sixteenth century 
was primarily a moral one, and turned 
upon the conviction that the teaching 
and practice of the church of Rome 
were not in accordance with the moral 
law of God. In the Roman Catholic 
church the individual conscience is 
cauterized and robbed by the church’s 
theologians of its right to discern be¬ 
tween truth and lying, between hones¬ 
ty and fraud. 

The theologian has his place in re¬ 
ligion, but his task is limited to instruc¬ 
ting us in matters of doctrine, disci¬ 
pline and worship. The scholar , too, 
lias his place in religion, which is to 
help us understand obscure sayings 
and difficult problems. But the really 
important factor in religion is the in¬ 
dividual conscience. 

In the Roman Catholic church the 
theologian has usurped all three of 
these, and the result has been on the 
one hand, the stultification of the mor¬ 
al conscience in the Roman Catholic 
people, and on the other, the twisting 
of morals by the theologians to serve 
the power and organization of the 
church. Thomas Carlyle, famous Brit¬ 
ish author, has well said that the Jesu¬ 


its have ‘‘poisoned the wellsprings of 
truth.” More horrifying still is the 
“moral theology” of Alphonsus Li- 
guori, who is counted a saint and a 
“doctor” of the church—of equal rank 
with Augustine, Chrysostom and oth¬ 
ers—whose textbooks are standard on 
moral questions in all Roman Catholic 
seminaries. The “moral” teachings of 
Liguori, if they could be read in their 
original Latin, would fill every right- 
minded person with horror. For there 
he outlines the ways in which falsehood 
can he used without really telling a lie: 
the ways in which the property of 
others can be taken without stealing; 
how the Ten Commandments can be 
broken without committing deadly sin. 
No one should wonder, then, that the 
proportion of Roman Catholic crimin¬ 
als in our jails and penitentiaries, and 
of juvenile delinquents, far exceeds the 
percentage of Roman Catholics in the 
United States. It is significant that the 
Protestant reformers insisted on the 
public recitation of the Ten Command¬ 
ments by the minister and people in 
their church services. This is particu¬ 
larly evident still in the Sunday ser¬ 
vices of the Protestant Episcopal church 
and the Reformed churches in this 
country. 

This important matter of the treat¬ 
ment of the conscience creates the piv¬ 
otal point of difference between Roman 
Catholicism and Protestantism in re¬ 
ligious affairs, and between Fascism 
and democracy in governmental mat¬ 
ters. When a theological system goes 
out of its domain and assumes to itself 
even the consciences of men, it sets up 
a religious totalitarianism. Mussolini, 
Hitler and the other Fascist dictators 
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did this same tiling. They took away 
the right of the individual to follow his 
own conscience as to what is right and 
wrong in matters of government and 
made the “leader,” the Fuehrer, Duse, 
CaudUlo, the sole arbiter of right and 
wrong. By restoring the conscience to 
the individual, the Protestant Reform¬ 
ation not only checked the abuse of 
spiritual totalitarianism in the church, 
but also established the right of the in¬ 
dividual to democratic freedoms in the 
State. 

William L. Sullivan, the Trisk-Ainer- 
iean priest of the Paulist order, who left 
the Catholic church, in his book, Under 
Orders, traces the whole failure of Ro¬ 
man Catholicism as a Christian church 
to its abandonment of the moral law 
and the fabrication by its theologians 
of “moulds and forms that do violence 
to a man’s inmost life, and which con¬ 
stitute an irksome artifice which falsi¬ 
fies him, rather than a joyous guidance 
which develops and fulfills him.” He 
saw that the moral law of God “re¬ 
quired of me that T should see evil as 
evil everywhere and in whomsoever, 
without respect of persons or station,” 
and that evil does not cease to he evil 
when sprinkled- with theological per¬ 
fume. 

The strength of the Roman Catholic 
church organization, which many fool¬ 
ish Protestants envy, lies in its author¬ 
itarian discipline and theological sys¬ 
tem. But these do not make true reli¬ 
gion, which may and does co-exist with 
imperfect discipline and organization. 
True religion cannot be found where 
deliberate attempts are made to break 
down the strictness of the moral law. 
For this reason, those who value true 
religion and appreciate its beneficial 
effects on society should not cease to 
protest against the church of Rome and 
its moral code which seems to be pur¬ 
posely framed with the design of cau¬ 


terizing the conscience of its members, 
as foretold by the Apostle Paul in his 
Epistle to Timothy. 


U. S. SENATOR makes obeissance 



CONNECTICUT'S SENATOR BRIEN 
McMAHON KISSING THE KING OF 
ARCHBISHOP SPELLMAN OF NEW 
YORK AFTER RECEIVING HONORARY 
DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAWS FROM 
JESUIT FORDHAM UNIVERSITY LAST 
JUNE 13. 


It is not the American way to bend 
the knee before any man and kiss his 
hand. 


“All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re¬ 
proof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.—II Ttra. 3:16. 
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THE POPE AND WORLD PEACE 

By J. J. Murphy 

T HE ULTIMATE AIM of the Roman Catholic church is to re-establish its 
dominion over all nations, and efforts to this end will be intensified now that 
we are on the threshold of a new age of atomic power. Msgr. Robert Hugh 
Benson has dramatized its successful attainment in his futuristic novel, ‘ Lord 
of the World,” in which the Pope, after a cataclysmic war, is triumphantly con¬ 
voyed by a fleet of airplanes from Rome to London to dictate peace terms for all 
the world. A similar vision of the ultimate ‘‘triumph of the Catholic Church 
is painted in an official Catholic propaganda booklet entitled, ‘‘Great European 
Monarch and World Peace” now being published in great numbers by ‘ Our 
Sunday Visitor Press.” 

Still another such Catholic propaganda book recently published is “John 
Smith, Emperor,” in which it is recounted how, by means of a secret weapon that 
paralyzes those who refuse to conform, the aims of the Catholic church are made 
to triumph throughout the world. 

Even the secular press in America is filled with the Catholic claim that no 
lasting peace can be made without the Pope. In the following article. Dr. Murphy 
shows what conditions were like in the past when the Popes of Rome exercised 
dominion over the nations of Europe. He backs all his statements with the testi¬ 
mony of historians of the highest repute, with particular stress on the “Cam¬ 
bridge Modern History,” compiled under the direction of Catholic Lord Acton, 
and recognized even in Catholic circles as most reliable and impartial. 


S pokesmen of the Catholic 
church look upon the Pope as the 
representative of the Prince of 
Peace and declare that without the 
guidance of the Vatican no lasting 
peace can be established. Dr. Leo F. 
Stock of the Carnegie Institute in 
Washington, D. C., has boldly pro¬ 
claimed this sectarian conviction as 
follows: 

"That the chances for a just and endur¬ 
ing peace would be more likely to suc¬ 
ceed, if the Pope should be invited to sit 
at the peace table, cannot be questioned. 

Behind this Catholic conviction lie 
the dogmas of papal infallibility and 
salvation only through “the one true 
church “of Borne. This infallibility per¬ 


tains not only to questions of faith hut 
also, under the guise of morals, to prin¬ 
ciples of government and social wel¬ 
fare. Jesuit Father Joseph Ilusslein in 
his book, The Catholic’s Work in the 
World, page 200, arrogantly declares, 
“Catholics, therefore, have the only ab¬ 
solutely true, universal and perfect so¬ 
cial program.” Pope Pius XI, in his 
encyclical, Quadragesimo Anno, teach¬ 
es the same thing: 

“We lay down the principle, long since 
clearly established by Leo XIII, that it 
is Our right and Our duty to deal author¬ 
itatively with social and economic prob¬ 
lems.” i 


i Quoted from the translation of this en¬ 
cyclical on p. 294 of The Christian Social 
Manifesto by Jesuit Father Joseph Huss- 
lein. 
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So much for Catholic propaganda. 
When we turn to the record of past 
centuries, we find that the ‘ ‘ perfect so¬ 
cial program” of Catholicism is an his¬ 
torical farce. Far from ruling medieval 
Europe justly and efficiently, the Pap¬ 
acy was a corrupt and grasping insti¬ 
tution, indulging its lust for power at 
the expense of the ignorant, deluded 
masses. In nature and purpose it was 
essentially a political system that aim¬ 
ed to carry on the w-orld dominion of 
the Roman empire from which it 
sprang. The great English philosopher, 
Thomas Hobbes, said: 

“If a man considers the origin of this 
great ecclesiastical dominion, he will 
easily perceive that the Papacy is no 
other than the ghost of the deceased 
Roman empire, sitting crowned on the 
grave thereof. For so did the Papacy 
start up on a sudden out of the ruins 
of that heathen power.” 

The theocratic aim of Catholicism, to 
conquer and rule the world in the name 
of God and religion, is clear from the 
formula used at the crowning of a 
Pope: 

“Receive the tiara adorned with three 
crowns and know that thou art Father 
of Princes and kings, Ruler of the 
world, Vicar of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ." 2 

•Just what kind of a hand the Pope 
would play at a present-day peace con¬ 
ference can best be judged by the way 
the Popes have always acted when pow¬ 
ers of government lay in their hands. 
A glance at conditions in Catholic Eur¬ 
ope of the Middle Ages, when the Vati¬ 
can was the maker of kings and govern¬ 
ments, will suffice. 

CHURCH GOVERNMENT IN MEDIEVAL 
EUROPE 

The most striking aspect of the Pa¬ 
pacy’s attitude toward secular govern¬ 

2 Quoted from the official National Cath¬ 
olic Almanac for 1942, p. 171. 


ment was its contempt for it. Beyond 
the dictatorship of the Pope it knew no 
law and willingly tolerated no inde¬ 
pendent government. This has been em¬ 
phasized by the renowned Lord Acton, 
a Roman Catholic and former Regius 
professor of modern history at Cam¬ 
bridge University. On page 27 of a 
book entitled Lord Acton on the States 
of the Church he says: 

“The notion of the superiority of the 
ecclesiastical power ripened into the 
notion of the worthlessness of the civil 
power and the derivation of its authori¬ 
ty from the Church.” 

In medieval Europe the Papacy own¬ 
ed ‘‘fully one-third” of all land and 
property according to the Cambridge 
Modern History (I, 662). Where it did 
not rule through subservient kings and 
princes, it at least constituted a ‘‘state 
within a state.” Even Father William 
Barrj-, writing in the Cambridge Mod¬ 
ern History (I, 621), says of the Papa¬ 
cy: “It kept its jurisdiction intact, its 
clergy exempt, and held its own Courts 
all over Christendom. . . It had reve¬ 
nues far exceeding the resources of 
kings, to which it was continually add¬ 
ing by fresh taxation.’’ 

In the same volume of this work, page 
672, it is rightly pointed out that 
“Rome had become a center of corrup¬ 
tion whence infection was radiated 
through Christendom. . . In 1490 Rome 
numbered 6,000 public women—an 
enormous proportion for a [total] pop¬ 
ulation not exceeding 100,000.” Quot¬ 
ing from the Diary of Burchard, which 
it terms “unimpeachable,” it goes on 
to say: 

“The public marriage of the daughters of 
Pope Innocent VIII and Pope Alexander 
VI set the fashion for the clergy to have 
children, and they diligently followed it; 
for all, from the highest to the lowest, 
kept concubines, while the monasteries 
were brothels.” 
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In those days of Catholic political 
supremacy the Pope himself was usual¬ 
ly a tool in the hands of stronger rela¬ 
tives. Of Pope Innocent X the Cam¬ 
bridge Modern History (IV, 687) says: 

“Of this Pope it must be said that in¬ 
stead of ruling he was ruled, and that 
by his sister-in-law, Donna Olimpia 
Maldaohinl.” 

The Papacy itself was purely a polit¬ 
ical machine. No king or feudal noble 
was deceived by its religious trappings. 
The Cambridge Modern History (I, 
644) pointedly observes: 

“Papal history, in fact, as soon as the 
Holy See had vindicated its supremacy 
over general councils, becomes purely 
a political history of diplomatic intri¬ 
gues, of alliances made and broken, of 
military enterprises. In following it no 
one would conclude, from internal evi¬ 
dence, that the Papacy represented in¬ 
terests higher than those of any other 
petty Italian prince, or that it claimed 
to he the incarnation of a faith divinely 
revealed to insure peace on earth . . . 
Universal distrust was the rule between 
the States, and the Papacy was merely 
a State whose pretensions to care for 
the general welfare of Christendom 
were recognized as diplomatic hypoc¬ 
risy.” 

In the late Middle Ages Europe 
seethed with disgust at Papal abuses 
and tyranny. Then came the Protestant 
Reformation. Later, in 1648, the Trea¬ 
ty of Westphalia put a legal end to 
religious intolerance, which was the 
groundwork of the Pope’s political 
power. Pope Innocent X, mentioned 
above for his subservience to his sister- 
in-law, was infuriated at this threat 
to Catholic domination, for he knew 
that it could not withstand open com¬ 
petition. lie penned an “apostolic de¬ 
nunciation” that is best described in 
the words of the Cambridge Modern 
History (I, 688) : 

"On November 20. 1648, Pope Innocent X 
published the memorable bull, Zelo Do- 


mus Dei. in which he declared the Peace 
of Westphalia to be ‘null and void, ac¬ 
cursed and without any influence or re¬ 
sult for the past, the present, or the fu¬ 
ture;’ and he expressly added that no 
one, even if he had promised on oath to 
observe this peace, was bound to keep the 
oath. The Pope teas filled with the deep¬ 
est grief because in the treaty of peace 
the free exercise of religion and the right 
of admission to offices was granted to 
Protestan ts.” 

Some may discount the historical 
facts recorded above and fall back on 
the old Catholic alibi that the Popes of 
the Middle Ages were forced into these 
abuses by the evil influence of unscrup¬ 
ulous kings and nobles. They may ar¬ 
gue that, where the Popes were unim¬ 
peded by secular powers, their rule was 
a model of justice and of efficient ad¬ 
ministration. A study of the Papal 
States, where the Roman pontiffs were 
sole and sovereign rulers, shows how 
poorly this Catholic defense stands up 
under factual analysis. 


ORIGIN OP PAPAL STATES 

The origin of the Papal States lies 
in deceit and forgery. Catholic Lord 
Acton in the opening pages of his 
above-quoted book admits that the Ro¬ 
man church started out by concentra¬ 
ting on increasing its wealth and prop¬ 
erty “even under the pagan emperors, 
when the Church, not being recognized 
by law, was not legally entitled to hold 
property. . . and at the close of the 
6th century we find the Popes the rich¬ 
est landowners in Italy.” 

But this early deceit of the Roman 
church is only a shadow of the brazen 
frauds it perpetrated after it became 
more paganized. Professor Cadoux, in 
his book on Catholicism and Christian¬ 
ity, p. 482, well summarizes the forger¬ 
ies on which the Papacy’s political 
power was built: 
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“The growing accumulation and centrali¬ 
zation of power in the hands of the medi¬ 
eval Popes was in large measure facili¬ 
tated by the production and unsuspecting 
acceptance of an extraordinary series of 
forged documents: The earliest of these 
dates from the pontificate of Symmach- 
us; a number of others appear in the 
Liler Pontificalis of the 6th century: the 
notorious ‘Donation of Constantine,’ ac¬ 
cording to which that emperor bestowed 
on Pope Sylvester spiritual supremacy 
over the other patriarchs and temporal 
dominion over Italy and the western 
provinces, was apparently composed at 
Rome about 775 A. D. About 850 there 
was compiled in the province of Tours 
the great collection now known as ‘the 
false Decretals,’ consisting of fabricated 
letters ascribed to various Popes of the 
first six centuries and interspersed with 
a certain number of genuine documents. 
These forgeries were accepted by all as 
genuine down to about the middle of the 
15th century. In the course of the next 
two centuries, largely by dint of Protes¬ 
tant criticism, their falsity was complete¬ 
ly proved, but not before the unsuspec¬ 
ting belief in them during the Middle 
Ages had again and again contributed to 
the legalization and consolidation of Pa¬ 
pal prerogatives. The forgery was ad¬ 
mitted, ‘but the system built upon the 
forgery abides still,’ as Pusey declared. 
Well might the Catholic Lord Acton say: 
‘The passage from the Catholicism of the 
Fathers to that of the modern Popes was 
accomplished by wilful falsehood; and 
the whole structure of traditions, law's, 
and doctrines that support the theory of 
infallibility, and the practical despotism 
of*' the Popes, stands on a basis of 
fraud.’ ” a 

Speaking of the false ‘Donation of 
Constantine,’ the most daring of these 
gigantic frauds, perpetrated by the 
Papacy 400 years after the death of the 
emperor Constantine, Gibbon in his 
celebrated work, Rise and Fall of the 
Roman Empire (ch. IV, p. 740) makes 

a Further treatment of the false ‘Dona¬ 
tion of Constantine’ is found in Bryce’s 
monumental work, Holy Roman Empire, 
Ch. VII, p. 97; Joseph Wheless’ Forgery in 
Christianity, p. 257; Catholic Encyclopedia, 
V, il8ff. 


this penetrating observation: 

"The Popes themselves have indulged a 
smile at the credulity of the vulgar [com¬ 
mon people]; but a false and obsolete 
title still sanctifies their reign; and, by 
the same fortune w'hich has attended the 
Decretals and the Sibylline Oracles, the 
edifice has subsisted after the founda¬ 
tions have been undermined,’’ 

DEVELOPMENT OF PAPAL STATES 

With its Temporal Power firmly es¬ 
tablished on the forged signatures of 
personages dead for hundreds of years, 
the Papacy used wars and further 
trickery to consolidate and expand its 
territorial gains and political power, 
especially the Papal States that were 
sanctimoniously known as the ‘Patri¬ 
mony of Saint Peter.’ The Cambridge 
Modern History (I, 220) says: 

“The conduct of the Popes in incorpor¬ 
ating petty independent or semi-inde¬ 
pendent principalities with the ‘Patri¬ 
mony of St. Peter’ did not materially 
differ from the line of action adopted by 
Kings Louis or Henry toward their over¬ 
powerful vassals.” 

The Papacy not only seized neigh¬ 
boring duchies and states but also the 
wealth and property of individuals, 
under one pretext or another. The most 
revolting of the methods used for this 
purpose was to lay hands on everything 
that belonged to a person who had been 
arrested and condemned without trial 
by the Inquisition, even when this 
meant, as it invariably did, that his 
■wife, family and descendants would be 
reduced to beggary. It is unnecessary 
to point out how the loot received was 
an impetus to further condemnations, 
or how the racket was promoted by giv¬ 
ing a ‘cut-in’ to those who informed 
against others, even their own relatives. 

Lord Aeton, on page 26 of his book 
mentioned above, says of the Popes that 
“the unity of their States was com- 
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pleted by force of arms, first by Car¬ 
dinal Albornoz and at last by Caesar 
Borgia, illegitimate son of Pope Alex¬ 
ander VI, who made him a cardinal at 
the age of 18, and Pope Julius II.” 

PAPAL STATES OF THE LAST CEX- 
TURY 

The ideals and policies of Papal gov¬ 
ernment are best studied by examining 
in detail the rule of the States of the 
Church in the last century, a period of 
democratic progress and general en¬ 
lightenment in the rest of Europe. 

The Papal States -were entirely dom¬ 
inated by clerics. Every office of any 
importance was in charge of a cleric or 
prelate, from Secretary of War to chief 
of police. “Cardinal Rivarola remark¬ 
ed that in the States of the Church the 
laity should be only ‘tolerated by the 
generosity of the Clerics.’ ’’ 4 

A passport to go to a foreign country 
could not be obtained without permis¬ 
sion of one’s parish priest. 

Rene Fulop-Miller calls the Papal 
States “an artificially preserved rem¬ 
nant of the Middle Ages’’ and in his 
book, Leo XIII and Our Times, p. 45, 
describes them in this way: 

“In this theocracy the Pope was also 
temporal sovereign, and priests filled 
practically all administrative offices. 
From the Holy Father downward* a 
hierarchy of officials functioned in cas¬ 
socks: the diplomats were Clerics as 
were the provincial governors, the 
judges and the tax-collectors. Thus the 
whole life of persons who belonged to 
the Patrimony of St. Peter xvas passed 
from tin: cradle to the grave under the 
determining influence of the priest¬ 
hood." 

•i The Last Days of Papal Rome, 1850- 
1870, page 17, by Raffaele De Caesare, dis¬ 
tinguished Italian historian, author of Fin 
di Vn Regno and other works. 


PAPAL TYRANNY 

So reactionary and absolute was Pa¬ 
pal rule in the States of the Church 
that even the severe program of Car¬ 
dinal Consalvi was considered so liber¬ 
al that not long afterwards Cardinal 
Antonelli revoked it. 

‘The motu. proprio of July 6, 1816, pro 
claimed the program of Cardinal Con 
salvi for the centralization of the govern 
ment. . . the customs, laws, and the priv 
ileges of towns and provinces were abol 
ished. The Papal territory was subdivid 
ed into 21 ‘legations' under cardinals. . 

To them the Governors, who were selec¬ 
ted from the prelacy, were subject, and 
only exercised inferior jurisdiction. Over 
all were the ordinary courts, the court of 
appeal, and last the Rota Romano, and 
the Vatican congregations. . . Cardinal 
Consalvi agreed that every province 
should have a council of laymen, but even 
these were nominated at Rome. They had 
no executive power, and could only give 
advice on prescribed topics. Consequent¬ 
ly the whole bureaucratic system rested 
upon the priesthood and the prelacy. 5 

Better known to people of today is 
Pope Pius IX who ruled over the Papal 
States during the last 22 years of their 
existence. After be became Pope-King 
in 1848, he fled to Naples for fear of 
assassination. The eleventh edition of 
t he Encyclopaedia Brit tanica (XX,715) 
says: 

“When French arms had made feasible 
his restoration to Rome in 1850 he re¬ 
turned in a temper of stubborn resistance 
to all reform. . . took his inspiration 
from Cardinal Antonelli and the Jesuits 
. . . set his name in 1864 to the famous 
Syllabus, which was in effect a declara¬ 
tion of war by the Papacy against the 
leading principles of modern civiliza¬ 
tion.” 

Robert M. Johnston in bis book, Bo- 
man Theocracy and the Republic, p. 
198, says of Pope Pius IX that he was 
“entrapped in the Jesuit toils more 


s Cambridge Modern History, vol. X, 
page 135. 
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POPE PIUS IX 

Ruled as Pope-King for 22 years 
. . was insensible to any cry of mercy.” 
De Caesare’s “Last Days of Papal Rome.” 


CARDINAL ANTONELO 
Secretary of State to Pius IX 



and more closely spun about him by the 
indefatigable and crafty Cardinal An- 
tonelli. ” 

Cardinal Antonelli’s character is 
well analyzed in The Roman Question, 
a took by Edmond F. About, p. 107: 

“Cardinal Antonelli has been compared 
to Cardinal Mazzarin of France. They 
have in common: fear of death, inor¬ 
dinate love of money, a strong family 
feeling, utter indifference to the peo¬ 
ple’s welfare, contempt for mankind.” 

Antonelli was widely suspected of 
being a lay Jesuit, that is, a member of 
the Jesuit order who pretended to be 
an ordinary layman with no relation¬ 
ship at all to the Jesuits. Although a 
cardinal and Secretary of State under 
Pope Pius IX, Antonelli did not admit 
that he was a priest and was generally 
considered a layman. 


MALADMINISTRATION 

The Patrimony of St. Peter was syn¬ 
onymous with maladministration. De 
Caesare says that Rome vied with Na¬ 
ples as the filthiest city of Italy. The 
streets overflowed with beggars, Cleri¬ 
cal and lay. Edmond de Pressense in 
his book, Rome and Italy at the Open¬ 
ing of the Ecumenical Council, p. 115, 
relates the state of affairs: 

“Begging has its third estate at Rome; 
it is recognized and patented; every 
mendicant weal’s a medal from the gov¬ 
ernment and goes with a nasal whine 
to church doors as though he fulfilled 
some state function.” 

The laws of (he Papal States were so 
ill conceived that they were a laughing¬ 
stock. Respect for all law was killed by 
absurd regulations such as one made by 
Msgr. Antonio Matteucci, Director- 
General of the Police, which prohibited 
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encores in the theatres. A picture of 
the utter inefficiency of Papal rule is 
given in De Caesare’s book, mentioned 
above. For instance, on page 43 he 
notes: 

“There were no State registers ... no 
statistics, no census, not even minutes 
of the rare meetings of the Council 
which always sat in secret . . ." 

A glimpse of the utter collapse of 
government functions in the Papal 
States is given by Luigi Farini in his 
book, Roman State, which was transla¬ 
ted into English by the British Prime 
Minister W. E. Gladstone. On page 328 
he says: 

“The clergy alone have supreme admin¬ 
istration of all that relates to instruc¬ 
tion, charity, diplomacy, justice, cen¬ 
sorship and the police. The finances are 
ruined, commerce and traffic are at the 
very lowest ebb, smuggling has sprung 
to life again; all the immunities, ail 
the jurisdiction of the clergy are re¬ 
stored. Taxes are imposed in abun¬ 
dance, without rule or measure. There 
is neither public nor private safety; no 
moral authority, no real army, no rail¬ 
roads, no telegraph. Studies are neg¬ 
lected. There is not a breath of liberty, 
not a hope of tranquil life . . . atrocious 
acts of revenge, factions rising, univer¬ 
sal discontent. Such is the Papal Gov¬ 
ernment . . 

De Caesare tells that under Pope Pi¬ 
us IX in 1851 postage stamps were used 
for the first time in the States of the 
Church. Government employees sold 
sheets of stamps at half price, pocket¬ 
ing the money. Others in the post offi¬ 
ces instead of canceling the stamps, 
tore them off the letters and resold 
them. “It was three years before a Su¬ 
perintendent of Post Offices introduced 
a canceling machine. ’ ’ 

Robert M. Johnston, on page 23 of 
his book referred to above, reveals that 
“though the country was poor enough, 
the leaders of the clergy were compar¬ 
atively rich, and viewed change and 


improvement with dislike and fear. 
Manufactures were all but non-exist¬ 
ent, trade restricted in every way, and 
but one prosperous form of business 
was known, that of smuggling.” 

Bandits overran the Papal States 
with little opposition from Government 1 
forces so that all traveling was ex¬ 
tremely dangerous. Cambridge Modern 
History (X, 138) informs us: 

“Laws were unable to stop organized 
brigandage . . . Tlie bandits even drew 
recruits from the ranks of the Papal 
soldiery and police. The police itself 
was untrustworthy . . .” 

FLOUTING OF JUSTICE 

Order is dependent on just laws wise¬ 
ly interpreted by the courts. In the 
Papal States law and order were in dis¬ 
repute. The Cambridge Modern His¬ 
tory (X, 138) summarizes these cha¬ 
otic conditions as follows: 

“The suggested rules of legal proce¬ 
dure were never enforced; the separa¬ 
tion of juridical from administrative 
functions was never carried out. The 
Cardinal Legates encroached upon the 
domain of justice by arbitrary inter¬ 
vention . . . the clergy appealed to 
episcojial courts.” 

Robert M. Johnston, p. 20, adds: 

“Young Monsignors administered such 
justice as ambition, prejudice or pe¬ 
cuniary interest prompted. Away from 
Rome, provincial governors ruled with 
Oriental supremacy.” 

Luigi Farini ( Roman State, p. 323) 
tells of youths who were sentenced to 
twenty years in the galleys because Pa¬ 
pal revenue on tobacco had fallen off 
as a result of a prank on the part of 
young men who had stopped smoking 
to annoy the government. They were 
accused and sentenced for the crime of 
“coalition against the use of tobacco,” 
though at the time of their abstinence 
from tobacco no such law or ‘crime’ 
had ever been heard of. 
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Of course the Inquisition flourished 
in the Papal States and condemned in¬ 
dividuals to death even in the 19th cen¬ 
tury. It frequently hounded the Car¬ 
bonari who worked for a free, united 
Italy. The Cambridge Modern History 
(X, 135) says: 

“Cardinal Pacca had obtained in 1814 
the condemnation of the Freemasons 
and tiie Carbonari . . . I$ut by Cardinal 
Pacca anti those who shared his views, 
all sovereigns and statesmen . . . the 
Protestant Bible Societies, the liberals, 
everybody in fact who did not hold their 
opinions were stamped as Freemasons.” 

Fascists, whether of the 19th or the 
20th century, vent their hatred of re¬ 
ligious liberty by oppressing and per¬ 
secuting the poor Jewish minority. It 
should surprise no one to read that ev¬ 
en in the enlightened 19th century 
tyrannical Popes indulged their hatred 
of Jews. The Jewish Encyclopedia (X, 
458) says: 

“Shortly afterward, however, with the 
fall of Napoleon, the Castle of Sant’ 
Angelo was returned to the pope, and 
the gates of the ghetto in Rome were 
closed. The Inquisition was reintro¬ 
duced, Jewish trading privileges were 
limited to the ghetto, and the Jews’ 
franchise was revoked. Conditions be¬ 
came still worse under Leo XII (1823- 
29) and Pius VIII (1829-31), when 
all the medieval edicts and bulls were 
renewed . . . they were compelled to 
listen to eonversionist sermons ... In 
October, 1849, the houses of all Ro¬ 
man Jews were searched . . . Orna¬ 
ments which bore no satisfactory 
marks of ownership, including even 
such as belonged to the synagogue, 
were not returned to them. Compulsory 
baptisms took place, as in Sinigaglia 
and Ancona . . . Even in the Sixties 
coercive baptisms occurred in large 
numbers.” 

CONCLUSION 

To the modern mind, life under the 
rule of the Popes, even in the Papal 
States, was a veritable chamber of hor¬ 
rors. Nothing could be less democratic, 


or more thoroughly Fascist. 

It is unnecessary to labor the point 
that such a politically corrupt institu¬ 
tion has nothing to offer toward a bet¬ 
ter and more lasting peace. The honey¬ 
ed words of Catholic propagandists 
about peace, order, justice and democ¬ 
racy sound seductive until one realizes 
that they were never taken seriously 
even by the Catholic church itself. But 
it is a monument to the impertinence 
of the Catholic church and a keynote 
to its policy that, with 15 centuries of 
sordid political rule behind it, it dares 
to present itself to the world as the 
great champion of liberty and the only 
reliable architect of the democratic 
world of tomorrow. 


THE ORTHODOX CHURCH, which has 
been a rival of the Roman church for near¬ 
ly a thousand years, despite unscriptural 
additions and an overload of ritual, has the 
following scripture points in its favor: 

1. Its priests may marry; 

2. Communion in both kinds is allowed 
to the people; 

3. Confession is in public; 

4. It does not teach Purgatory; 

3. It allows no “Pope," and teaches 
that the Holy Spirit alone is the 
Vicar of Jesus Christ on earth. 


THE ARCHDIOCESE of Louisville 
has endorsed the orders of Archbishop 
McNicholas of Cincinnati forbidding 
Catholics from joining “in any public 
presentation with members of other 
faiths under the auspices of religion.” 
According to the Louisville Courier- 
Journal of February 18, the following 
official statement was made public: 
“Any gathering, meeting or action 
which leaves tire implication that 
there is more than one true church 
or that one religion is as good as 
another cannot be participated in 
by Catholics.” 

It is further stated that this ruling 
is in accord with “pontifical law.” 
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RELIGION IN SOVIET RUSSIA 

TnE CHURCH AND RELIGION 
■*" are more prominent in the U.S.S.R. 
today than when the war started, and 
anti-religious organizations are com- 
mensurately less prominent than at 
that time, according to C. L. Sulzberg¬ 
er, in a wireless dispatch to the N. Y. 
Times from Paris last June 6. Premier 
Stalin himself, though he once agreed 
with Lenin that religion is the “opi¬ 
um” of the people and “opposed to 
science, ’ ’ is reported as having told the 
Dean of Canterbury recently that “re¬ 
ligion cannot be stopped. Conscience 
cannot be stilled.” 

Many are skeptical of this favorable 
change of Stalin and his Soviet Gov¬ 
ernment toward religion and the 
church. They regard it as political ex¬ 
pediency, chiefly because it created a 
favorable impression on Russia’s West- 
ern Allies at a time when Russia de¬ 
pended on help from them in its fight 
against Germany. But there are two 
other more important reasons which 
had nothing to do with political ex¬ 
pediency. One was the fact that the 
church by then was no longer a coun¬ 
ter-revolutionary menace to the Soviet 
State as it formerly was; the other, the 
obvious need of the masses of the Rus¬ 
sian people for spiritual solace through 
the war years when their country was 
being devastated by the invading Nazi 
hordes. The Orthodox church, more¬ 
over, stood loyally behind Stalin and 
his Government all during those trying 
years of death and destruction. The 
favorable change therefore may be re¬ 
garded as something beyond Stalin’s 
control. 

Early this year, a united gathering 
of all Russian Evangelical groups was 
held in Moscow. The Baptists are by 
far the most numerous among them, 


and their representative reported his j 
findings to the president of the Baptist 
World Alliance in England, Dr. John] 
n. Rushbrooke, and to Baptist leaders 
in the United States. According to Dr. 
Daniel A. Poling, in the N. Y. Post of] 
last August 12, “he affirms that not\ 
within 50 years or under any govern - 
ment [in Russia] have these Evangeli¬ 
cal groups had so much freedom.” Dr. 
Poling conservatively sums up his own j 
opinion of religious freedom in Russia 1 
as follows: ‘ ‘ Freedom of worship in 1 
Russia, with a great distance to go, has 
already gone a long distance.” 

Today, according to Mr. Karpolf, 
head of the State Council for Religious 
Affairs in Russia, there are 16,000 
functioning Orthodox churches in the j 
Soviet Union, whereas before the revo- 
lution there were 54,000. Priests are 
also scarce, and openings for students j 
for the priesthood are confined mostly 
to the sons of priests. The separation' 
of church and state is more complete 
in Russia than in the United States and 
other democratic countries. Religion is 
entirely a matter of individual con¬ 
science. The above-mentioned corres- 
pondent of the Times quotes Mr. Karp- j 
off as stating that “the State has never 
opposed the people for believing in 
God, but only for anti-popular activi- < 
ties,” as was the case with the church] 
under the Czars and at the time of the 1 
revolution. 

The revolution purged the church in j 
Russia of political activities, and it is j 
hoped that religion will now come into] 
its own there as the expression of the I 
eternal yearning in the soul of the Rus-I 
sian people for the things of God, and] 
in true accord with the teachings ofj 
the Gospel. This was not possible under 
the Czars when the Orthodox churchl 
was a tool of the imperialist Russianj 
government. It is also to be hoped thatj 
the Orthodox church has been purged 
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of its gross superstitions which the 
Revolutionary Government rightly con¬ 
sidered to be an obstacle to progress 
and enlightenment of the people. 

Education, sanitary living condi¬ 
tions, cultural and scientific progress 
for all the people go hand in hand 
wherever the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
allowed to be freely taught. 


FRANCO AND THE 

CATHOLIC MIND 

RANCO ’S FASCIST REGIME was 
officially outlawed from the United 
Nations by the Potsdam declaration of 
the Big Three, and all righteous and 
liberty-loving people responded with a 
hearty amen. The Spanish dictator’s 
frantic efforts to ward off the condem¬ 
nation by reshuffling his government 
shortly before the Potsdam conference 
was a dismal failure. 

Noteworthy in Franco’s annual July 
17 address before the National Council 
of the Falange was his admission of 
the identification of his Fascist regime 
with the Roman Catholic church. After 
condemning “liberal democracy and 
communism’’ as “the negation of ev¬ 
erything in Spain’s national life, which 
is Catholic, proud, intelligent,” he 
went on to declare, according to the 
N. Y. Times of July 18: 

“To understand Spain is to understand 
the Catholic mind, its ethical principles, 
its spiritual conception . . 

Franco here meant Fascist Spain, 
and admitted what few publications 
outside those of the Soviet Union have 
the courage to point out—the identi¬ 
fication of Fascist ideology with that of 
the Vatican. The importance of this 
fact for the future of the world should 
be surely apparent to every intelligent 


American. It would be only reasonable 
to suppose that in outlawing Franco 
and his regime, public condemnation 
of the Roman Catholic church should 
also be in order, since the Catholic 
church helped his regime to power, has 
openly continued to support it and is 
admittedly identified with it. 


END U.S.-VATICAN 
EMBASSY! 

'C'OUR MORE Protestant denom- 
A illations have officially demand¬ 
ed the recall of Myron C. Taylor 
as ambassador to the Vatican. The 
thinly-veiled excuse that he went 
there as President Roosevelt ’s“ per¬ 
sonal representative’’can no longer 
be made, it was pointed out by Dr. 
Louie D. Newton at the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Atlanta, 
Georgia, which voted a petition for 
his recall. 

The General Conference of the 
Seventh Day Adventists issued a 
similar statement, and pointed out 
that Taylor’s position at the Vati¬ 
can is now more unnecessary than 
before, ‘‘it being inevitable that he 
now be looked upon as represent¬ 
ing the TJ. 8. Government , a repre¬ 
sentation which Congress has never 
authorized.” 

The Reformed Church, by unan¬ 
imous vote of its general synod, de¬ 
manded Taylor’s recall because his 
presence at the Vatican is “a viola¬ 
tion of the principle of the separa¬ 
tion of Church and State.” The 
Methodists of the Baltimore, Md., 
Conference insisted he be recalled 
because the war in Europe, which 
was the reason given by the late 
President Roosevelt for Taylor’s 
mission to the Pope, is now over. 
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HOW CHRIST IS BETRAYED 

R OMAN CATHOLICISM is the most 
successful system in the world’s 
history to capture all the faculties of 
the human mind and turn them to its 
own use. 

In the name of faith it dethrones 
reason; in the name of religion it 
evokes superstition. All the graces of 
the Christian life as set forth in the 
New Testament are likewise twisted to 
serve its organization. Repentance be¬ 
comes penance; faith becomes credu¬ 
lity; zeal becomes fanaticism; holiness 
becomes asceticism; individual accept¬ 
ance of Christ is transformed into the 
performance of external rites and cere¬ 
monies. 

The New Testament says that “the 
Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, 
hut righteousness and peace . and jog in 
the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17). But the 
Roman Catholic church teaches that 
the Kingdom of God consists in the 
worshipping of saints and in the keep¬ 
ing of fast days, in masses and pen¬ 
ances, in pilgrimages and priestly ab¬ 
solutions. Fear is the motive power by 
which the organization is kept going. 
Even Jesus Christ is taught as being 
too lofty a person to be approached 
directly, and in order to obtain mercy 
the people must invoke the assistance 
of Mary, His mother. 

Pope Leo XIII in 1891 published an 
encyclical in which he said: 

“With equal truth may it be also affirm¬ 
ed that, by the will of God, Mary is the 
intermediary through whom is distribu¬ 
ted unto us this immense treasure of 
mercies gathered by God. for no mercy 
and truth were created by Jesus Christ. 
Thus as no man goeth to the Father but 
by the Son, so no man goeth to Christ 
but by His mother.” 


CLERICALISM IN CANADA 

"PRESCRIBING “the stranglehold o| 
fear” in which the “eternal 
solutism of the Clerical power” holt, 
three million French Canadians, Jeai 
Charles Harvey, editor of the weeklj 
newspaper he Jour, told his audience 
in Montreal last May 9, that“ffce only 
power which, in this part of Canada, 
makes everybody tremble is the Cleri¬ 
cal power.” He declared that this pow¬ 
er of the Catholic church in Quebec is 
“a caste enjoying all the privileges, ex¬ 
ercising all the rights and existing not 
within, but above the common law.” 
He called it “a State within a State,” 
and said that “such a caste is at the 
foundation of all world Fascisms.” 

Mr. Harvey, himself a Catholic des¬ 
pite his outspoken anti-Clericalism, 
made a distinction between the religion 
of the Catholic church and the “Cleri¬ 
cal power.” Continuing he declared: ] 
“This great Clerical power has acquired 
over a tremendous area so much prop¬ 
erty, movable and immovable, that it is 
the unquestioned owner of a material 
wealth greater than any monopoly 
whatsoever on the North American con¬ 
tinent. It is free from military service 
and from taxation; it is not subject, in 
practice, to court law; by its right to 
tax, it constitutes a State xvitldn a. 
State." 

Many in the United States, too, think 
as Mr. Harvey does, that this super¬ 
state Clerical power of the Roman 
Catholic church has nothing to do v it 
its religion. But if it were not for t 6 
superstitious fear instilled into the R° 
man Catholic people that they cannon 
escape hell and get to heaven withouj 
the spiritual power of their priests, t i 
“eternal absolutism of the Clerical 
power” which Mr. Harvey rightly sa 
holds three million French Canadian' 
and millions of other Roman Cathojp 
throughout the world in a “strang 
hold of fear,” would not be P'«-' Ui 
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OTCAN CALLED TO 
PENT 

MIE CATHOLIC PRESS in this 
country has been greatly incensed 
the open condemnation of the Ro¬ 
ll Catholic church by Metropolitan 
ijarain of Brooklyn, N. Y., primate 
the Russian Orthodox church of 
rth America, because of its support 
Fascism and Nazism. His attack was 
dished in an article last July 6 in 
magazine Journal of the Moscow 
'.riarchate. As quoted in the Wash- 
ton Post of last Julj' 7, Metropoli- 
Benjamin wrote in part as follows: 

When almost all mankind armed 
gainst the i>erpetrators of this terrible 
rar, the Roman Catholic church openly 
r clandestinely defended them. Who 
oes not know that It supported and 
heltered Fascists from Italy and Spain, 
"ascists among the Catholic Slavs and 
ii Latin America? Who does not know 
hat the Vatican is continuing to act in 
his spirit among Catholics in North 
Lmerica and Canada?” 

Ie further accused the Vatican of 
lilure to condemn Nazi devastation 
the Soviet Union, of active hostility 
he Soviet Union and of an attempt 
nterfere now to prevent the victori- 
Allies from exacting retribution 
in Germany.” 

letropolitan Benjamin also called 
>u the Roman Catholic church “to 
less and repent of its sins before it 
>0 ° late, or face catastrophe.” He 
d on to say: ‘‘By such acts the Ro- 
" Catholic church sins not only 
mst God, but increasingly incurs 
'’unity’s wrath against itself.” 

toother article in the same publiea- 
'• signed by Bishop Nicolai, declar- 
that “the entire Orthodox church 
>ds united against Roman Catholic 
ression. ” 


The courage of the press in the Uni¬ 
ted States is willing only to quote from 
the Russian press some of these truths 
about the Roman Catholic church. It 
does not dare publish them at first 
hand for fear of commercial boycott, 
or even to quote the entire original 
statements of the Russian press. 


OUR OSTRICH CORNER 

TO EXPOSE publishers and newspaper edi¬ 
tors who fear the “sacred cow” of Roman 
Catholicism and refuse advertising for our 
magazine and literature, we will list in this 
corner from time to time the names of such 
magazines and newspapers. We hope it will 
help in some way to break this fear of boy¬ 
cott by the Roman Catholic church so prev¬ 
alent in Protestant America. 

Following is a partial list of those who 
have thus refused to accept our advertis¬ 
ing: 

Capper’s Weekly 
.Saturday Review of Literature 
Yearbook of the American Churches 
Cook’s Publications 
Western Newspaper Union 

We are happy to say, however, that most 
Protestant publications and many secular 
ones gladly accept our advertising. Some of 
them have continued to take our ads des¬ 
pite threats of boycott by Catholic pressure 
groups. The list of these brave friends 
would be too long to publish. 



TO CLARIFY the story of his marriage in 
our May issue, A. J. Z., of Two Rivers, Wis., 
wishes us to add to it the following im¬ 
portant point: 

“If God entrusts us with any children, 
then we are responsible to God for those 
children and we have no right to sign 
away their religious rights before they 
are born.” 


IF YOU ARE AT THE EN1) OF YOUR 
ROPE, TIE A KNOT’ AND HANG ON 
—JESUS WILL BE THERE. 
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FAKE RELICS AND MIRACLES 


T HE STRENGTH of the Roman 
Catholic church lies in the power it 
has exercised for centuries over the 
illiterate semi-Christian masses of East¬ 
ern Europe and the Latin countries. It 
has grown fat on their credulity. Even 
in the modern world it has dared to 
defy science and historical facts just 
as if it were in the Middle Ages. This de¬ 
fiance and intolerance aroused great 
admiration on the part of Hitler. In 
fact the Nazism that he founded is only 
an adaptation to politics of the means 
and principles by which Catholicism 
grew strong: the Inquisition, condem¬ 
nation and burning of books, mass pag¬ 
eants, and an hierarchical order with 
one sole leader who is an infallible 
demi-god who lays down the law to his 
underlings. 

In Mein Kampf, the Bible of Nazism, 
Hitler outlined and praised the prin¬ 
ciples of Catholic organization. Basic 
among these principles was the dog¬ 
matism of the Catholic church and its 
defiance of known facts. On page 882 
of the unexpurgated edition of his book 
he expressed his admiration for this 
attitude in the following words: 

“Here, too, one can learn from the 
Catholic Church. Although its struc¬ 
ture of doctrines in many instances 
collides, quite unnecessarily, with ex¬ 
act science and research, yet it is un¬ 
willing to sacrifice even one little syl¬ 
lable of its dogmas.” 

Among the teachings of Catholicism 
that conflict “quite unnecessarily with 
exact science and research” are its 
countless ‘pious lies’ that masquerade 
as facts. For the sake of the record we 
will narrate a few of them here. Hun¬ 
dreds of them are listed in such schol¬ 
arly works as Karl von Ilase’s Hand¬ 
book to the Controversy with Home and 


Five Centuries of Religion by G. G. 
Coulton of the University of Cam¬ 
bridge. Those who want to explore the 
unlimited credulity of ignorant and 
prejudiced minds are referred to these 
sources, which in turn quote from Cath- 
olic authors. 

In Rome a set of 28 stone steps, cov¬ 
ered with wood, have for hundreds of 
years been venerated as the very steps 
of Pilate’s palace in Jerusalem up 
which Jesus walked. They are described 
as having been brought to Rome by 
Helena, the mother of the Emperor 
Constantine. A notice posted at the foot 
of these stairs informs the public that 
Pope Pius VII, during the 19th cen¬ 
tury, granted nine years of indulgences 
for every step of them that a person 
prayerfully climbs without getting off 
his knees. In 1909 Pope Pius X ‘raised 
the ante’ by granting to everyone who 
completed the performance on his knees 
full forgiveness of all his venial sins 
and the Purgatorial punishment that 
might still be due on mortal sins. Tens 
of thousands of simple believers go 
through this act every year, and con¬ 
tribute generously to collections taken 
on the spot, as a sort of double-check 

on getting the prize indulgences. 

* # # 


In 1903 the Congregation of the Iloly 
Office of the Inquisition in Rome 
formed the Archbishop of San Jago in 
Chile, in answer to his inquiry, that 1 
was permissible to swallow little pap er 
pictures of the Virgin Mary in order 0 
recover health. Similar pictures of 1 
Joseph and St. Anthony are swallow® 
by devout Catholics in this countrya 
Franciscan churches, like the one nea*j 
Pennsylvania Station in ^ ew (< djf| 
City, give them out for a money ‘ ‘ °° e 1 
ing.” 
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[JVE arc pictures of religious stamps made to be eaten. These are St. Joseph stamps 
ited in French from Quebec, Canada, but St. Anthony stamps printed in English 
be bought in New York from the Franciscan Fathers. They are printed on rice 
cr so that they can be ground up and placed in food. They are recommended for 
ious purposes, especially as a remedy for all kinds of stomach ailments. Some Cath- 
s insert them in the food of Protestants and of “heretics and infidels” whose 
version to Homan Catholicism is desired. If St. Joseph stamps, like those above, are 
found to be effective, other brands—St. Francis, St. Dominic, little Flower—can 
tried. 

To our former Roman Catholic brethren, deluded by such superstitions even in 
ntieth-century America, we say with Paul “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched 
, that ye should not obey the truth . . .?” 


bie of the world-famous fictions of 
holicism concerns Saint Januarins, 
isliop who is supposed to have been 
'tyred in 305 A.D. Ilis body for 
furies has been entombed in Naples, 
Lv, in a church erected in Ills honor, 
ee the end of the 14th century his 
>d is preserved in two small phials. 
s normally solid, but three times a 
r (in May, September and Decem- 
’• it liquefies and bubbles when 
i near a silver bust said to contain 
saint’s head. Catholics stoutly main- 
1 that no law of science can explain 
’ phenomenon. 

'tst how this miracle happens was 
1 ained in the October, 1921, issue of 


the scholarly theological quarterly, The 
Hihhert Journal, by Dr. Frederic N. 
Williams, L.S.A., L.R.C.P., a fellow of 
the Linnaean Society: 

“When at Naples several years ago, I 
visited the municipal hospital; and af¬ 
ter going round called at the hospital 
dispensary to have a talk with the 
American pharmacist under whose su¬ 
perintendence the department was. 
While there, a young acolyte from the 
Cathedrale di San Gennaio (St. Janu- 
arius) came in and asked the pharma¬ 
cist for the usual mixture for use at 
tile feast which was to take place the 
next day, the first Saturday in May. 
With a smile and a few words of ban¬ 
ter, the pharmacist prepared a mixture 
of ox-bile and crystals of Glauber’s 
salt (sulphate of soda), and, keeping 
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the written message, handed it to the 
messenger to take back to the cathe¬ 
dral sacristy. 

“After thus dismissing the acolyte, the 
practical pharmacist simply remarked 
to me that miracles took place nowa¬ 
days, and this one was prepared in a 
hospital pharmacy with very satisfac¬ 
tory results. The next morning the 
pliaramacist and I sat in a cafe and 
watched the solemn procession of the 
liquefied blood from the church of San¬ 
ta t'hiara on its way to the cathedral. 
Thanks to my genial companion, the 
•miracle' was quite successful. He also 
explained that at the second celebra¬ 
tion, which takes places on the Kith 
of December in the cathedral only 
(nithout a procession), the liquefac¬ 
tion is slower on account of the cooler 
weather.” 

Laughable as these fake miracles are 
to people of unbiased reason, still fun¬ 
nier ones received wide acceptance in 
medieval times. Tn the days of the Cru¬ 
saders such alleged relics as the swad¬ 
dling clothes of Jesus, (he tears he shed 
at Lazarus’s grave and the like, were 
brought to Europe. The crib of the 
Christ Child is still publicly venerated 
in Rome at Saint Mary Major’s, one of 
Rome’s principal basilicas. Incredible 
though it seems, Dr. Cecil Cadonx in 
Catholicism and Christianity, p. 486, 
vouches for the fact on historical evi¬ 
dence that “tilings like a rung of Ja¬ 
cob's ladder, Moses’ horns, Jesse’s root , 
and a feather from Michael the arch¬ 
angel's wings, enjoyed in the Middle 
Ages a transitory veneration.” Any¬ 
one familiar with Europe knows that 
the Benedictine abbey of Monte Yer- 
gine, south of Naples, exhibits, as a 
relic, milk of the Virgin Mary. Seven 
other churches in Europe make similar 
claims. To encourage devotion to the 
shrine at Monte Vergine Mussolini built 
a road up to the mountain-top where 
the abbey is located. 

Little wonder that Lord Acton, well- 
known Roman Catholic and historian. 


father of the Cambridge Modern His¬ 
tory, wrote to Mary Gladstone, daugh¬ 
ter of England’s famous Prime Minis¬ 
ter, about Vatican Catholicism: “It not 
only promotes, it inculcates, distinct' 
mendacity and untruthfulness. In eer- ] 
tain cases it is made a duty to lie.” 

St. Paul (in II Thess. 2:9-11) warned 
of this “working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders, i 
and with all deceivableness of unright-j 
eousness in those that perish . . . And) 
for this cause God shall send them j 
strong delusion, that they should be - J 
lieve a lie.” 


A SCOT IS GOOD AND MAD’ 

THE FOLLOWING is from the Tor-j 
onto Globe and Mail of last July 13: 

“I cannot tell you how shocked 1 anil 
to rend in the press that Mr. Justice 
A. Forest of Montreal, declared invalid j 
the marriage of John Mare Hamelin of 1 ] 
Hull. Que., and Elizabeth Sharp Wren, 
a non-Cathollc native of Scotland. 

This sort of thing lias been going on 
in Quebec for years. 

The Scottish girl was a non-Catholic 
and had never been ‘baptized,’ so there- 1 
fore was a ‘heretic,’ and a Catholic ' 
cannot marry a heretic; so she left for 
Scotland again with her 11-months-old 
baby. As a Canadian, born in Scotland, 
l can tell you 1 am more than mad, and 
very glad that at the Winnipeg I’ro- j 
gressive Conservative convention I 
lmwled them out properly, as quoted 
in the press at the time. I shall bawlj 
them out a good deal more if I ever 
get the chance. This is a fighting mat-] 
ter with me. Why Canadians stand fori 
the Homan Catholic domination of j 
Quebec Province is more than I can j 
understand.” 

— Jamieson Bone, Belleville, Ont .! 


CLINCH VICTORY! 

Support the 8th War Bond Drive 
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► PROTESTANT TOLERANCE is car¬ 
ried to its latest extreme by the establish¬ 
ment of a Roman Catholic chapel in the 
Methodist College of the Pacific at Stock- 
ton, California, for the convenience of 
Roman Catholic students. According to the 
Catholic ‘Register’ of last June 17, it is 
“equipped with an altar and confessional 
and named the Chapel of the Madonna. 
Regular musses are held and confessions 
heard,” the report stated. 

► A SAMPLE of how obliging the Japs 
have been to the Jesuits in China was re¬ 
vealed in an INS dispatch In the Cath¬ 
olic ‘Register’ of last June 17, which re¬ 
ported that a Jesuit, William S. O’Leary, 
was ordained a priest with full ceremon¬ 
ies last June 9, at Camp Zikawei, a Jap¬ 
anese internment camp in Shanghai. The 
Japs allowed him to continue his studies 
in Peking till 1942 and “eventually sent 
him to Shanghai, where he was able to 
continue his theological studies.” The “in¬ 
ternment camp” of Zikawei where he 
was ordained, is also revealed to have 
been “a famous Catholic mission and 
charity center.” 

► THREE HIGH-RANKING MEMBERS 
of Mussolini's Eascisl cabinet were con¬ 
demned to life imprisonment “for Fascist 
crimes” in Rome last May 28, according 
to an AP dispatch in the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune of May 30. They were condemned 
‘in absentia,’ since, as the dispatch re¬ 
ported, they were hiding in Vatican City. 
They are Luigi Feder/.oni, former Minis¬ 
ter of I he Interior; Guiseppe Itottai, Min¬ 
ister of Education, and Edmondo Rossini, 
■Minister of Agriculture. 

► CNTIL proof is forthcoming that Ro¬ 
man Catholic priests in their communi¬ 
ties file income tax returns and pay taxes, 
some Protestant clergymen of the Hamil¬ 
ton (Out.) Presbytery of the United 
t'hurch of Canada have refused to do so, 
according to the Catholic ‘Register’ of 
June 17. 


► A RICH BEGGAR. Celestino Chiesa, 
who spent his life as a penniless recluse 
and lived in a 20-cents-a-day flophouse in 
Chicago, was found dead of malnutrition 
last June 27. A rusty key found in his 
ragged trousers unlocked a bank vault and 
disclosed that he had left an estate of 
$250,000, according to an AP dispatch in 
the N. Y. Post of June 28. By terms of a 
will, in the hank box, the entire quarter of 
a milUon dollars went, to the Roman Cath¬ 
olic Archbishop of Chicago. 

► ITALIAN-BORN PRIEST, Msgr. L. Li- 
gutti. at a meeting of the National Civic 
League In Kansas City last July 8. de¬ 
clared: “For every dollar spent in destruc¬ 
tion in the conquest of Axis countries, the 
Allies should spend another dollar for their 
peace-time rehabilitation” according to a 
report in the Kansas City Times of July 9. 
He urged action on the matter before Presi¬ 
dent Truman went to Berlin to the meeting 
of the Big Three. 

► ALL SIX CATHOLIC members of 
Premier Vail Acker’s Belgian Cabinet re¬ 
signed on July 17 because the Chamber 
of Deputies voted to bar King Leopold's 
return to bis throne without Parliament's 
consent. 

► ST. ANNE, mother of Mary and Cath¬ 
olic patron of pregnant women, Is known 
in the Catholic church by the absurd title 
of “God's Grandmother.” Archbishop Beck¬ 
man of Dubuque, Iowa, speaking at the 
Shrine of St. Anne de Beauprg in Quebec 
last July 26, declared: “We come to honor 
the Mother of the Mother of God—the gen¬ 
tle, understanding grandmother of our Sa¬ 
viour—the grandmother of God." 

► ALMOST UNNOTICED in (lie stories of 
Mussolini’s death was the fact that Car¬ 
dinal Schuster, Archbishop of Milan and 
enthusiastic supporter of II Dure in the 
heyday of his power, had arranged with 
the Germans to give him shelter in his 
arehiepiseopal palace in Milan pending 
the arrival of Allied troops. The full story 
was told l>y Sid Fedcr, Associated Press 
staff writer in the N. Y. ‘World-Telegram’ 
of May 3, 1915. .Mussolini actually went 
to the Archbishop's palace on April 25 
to sign terms of surrender to the Parti¬ 
san commander, but got panicky when the 
German commander and his envoys failed 
to arrive and decided to make a break 
for it t«. Switzerland. 
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► 'PRAVDA,' official Soviet newspaper, 
does not mince words in showing up the 
Vatican's sham praise of democracy since 
the collapse of Fascism. A recent dispatch 
by Religious News Service from Moscow 
quotes it as stating that II Quotidiano, 
Catholic Action newspaper of Rome ‘ spares 
neither water nor soap to convince the 
world of the innocence of leading Catholic 
circles in respect to Fascism.’’ A VP dis¬ 
patch of July 9 in the Washington Post also 
reported a blistering attack in Pravda on 
“the warmongering Catholic press” in 
America, which it accused of campaigning 
“to provoke a third world war." 

SECRETARY OF STATE James F. 
Byrnes, of Irish-Catholic parentage, who 
has suffered from the vengeance of the 
Roman Catholic church because he became 
a Protestant when he was 27 years old, 
made an appeal for religious tolerance in 
the speech which he delivered at his swear¬ 
ing-in ceremony last July 3. As reported in 
the N. Y. Times of July 4, Mr. Byrnes hint¬ 
ed at the intolerance of his former church 
in his own case in the following extract 
from his speech: 

“Centuries ago devout men thought 
that they had to tight with one another 
to preserve their different religious be¬ 
liefs. Hut we have learned through 
long and bitter experience that the 
only way to protect our religious 1 relief 
is to respeet and to recognize the right 
of others to their religious beliefs.” 

► FRANK AIKEN, Finance Minister of 
De Valera’s Ireland, recently boasted of 
the fact that his country did not help Eng¬ 
land in the war, according to the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune of August 7, stupidly ig¬ 
noring what the Nazis wouM have done to 
Ireland if they had conquered England. 
Speaking of the Irish who fought for Eng¬ 
land he said: “Some of our young men 
went to join the war for Britain. I admire 
their courage but not their good sense." 

► PREMIER DE VALERA OF EIRE, like 
the Pope, has been trying to cover his 
tracks by explaining away his lack of help 
to England during the war and his friend¬ 
ship for Nazi Germany. The N. Y. Times 
of July 19 reported him now as declaring: 
"It is my desire and hope to see the people 
of this island and the neighboring island 
[England! live together as good neighbors, 
respecting each other's rights and prepared 
to cooperate in matters of common inter¬ 
est." 


► THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
in a special dispatch of May 25 from ipj 
correspondent Joseph G. Harrison in Rome 
reported the obvious intent of Allied offl! ' 
cials in Italy to drop the campaign to clean 
out and punish former Fascists. He styled 
this “a widespread effort either to forgi Ve 
or whitewash these guilty individuals e s- 
pecially in middle and southern Italy. “ 4 ;. 
lied officials, in Italy," he said, “are mak¬ 
ing no ascertainable efforts to foi-ce the 
punishment of those whose policies are 
responsible for tens of thousands of casu¬ 
alties suffered by American and British 
troops in this country." Correspondent Har. 
rison detailed an example of a Fascist 
young woman “who had openly and boast¬ 
fully worked for the Germans and betrayed j 
a number of young Patriots to the German* 
secret police." Though tried in court, he 
said “she was freed after some form of 
Clerical intervention.” 


► THE BISHOPS OF FRANCE are greatly f 
concerned about the resurgence of anti- x 
Clericalism since the fall of Plain's re- 1 
gitne, especially the growing opposition to | 
government aid to Catholic schools. A New f 
York Times dispatch from Paris of last f 
June 17 reported a four-day conference at- }. 
tended by all the bishops of France and the * 
Papal Nuncio to consider these matters. 
Pope Pius XII made a radio speech to the 
conference on the same subjects. 


► AMBASSADOR ROBERT D. MURPHY, I 
Jesuit protege, now adviser to General Els- 7 
enhower for German affairs, has been able 1 
to continue to intervene in behalf of Vichy • 
collaborationists. The N. Y. Times of last -I 
May 14 reported that Murphy had been at- . 
tacked by the French press for interfering J 
with justice by causing the release of two 
high Vichy officials. One is Jean Rigaud, 
who served in Admiral Darlan’s High Com- j 
missariat in North Africa; the other, mlH 
lionaire Lemaigrc-Dubreuil, chief economic, 
adviser to General Giraud in Africa. “Both} 
M. Lemaigre-Dubreuil and M. Rigaud,” tb 0 j 
Times dispatch from Paris reported, “have j 
been accused of having worked with and] 
for German interests during Vichy’s tenurel 
M. Rigaud was a member of the extrevh 
rightest Cagoulards.” 


The N. Y. Post of ^lay 
that, “Wherever Murphy raises 


22 reminded u s 

his head. 


Fascists are being saved from just punish 


ment, are even put into commanding 
tions, backed up by our bayonets." 


posh 
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('ENSORS in I)o Valera's Kire pro- 
litcd publication of an article acclaim- 
tlie generalship of General George S. 
[ton, Commander of the XT. S. Third 
my, but permitted publication of an- 
icr article praising the achievements 
Nazi Marshal Rommel. This was re¬ 
lied by the Dublin ‘Sunday Indepen- 
il’ after the removal of censorship re- 
id ions, according to an AP dispatch 
in Dublin on May 14. 

MARSHAL TITO, himself a Croat, has 
ed the Roman Catholic priests of Cro- 
i to become "more independent of Rome,” 
ording to a dispatch in the New York 
les from London last June 6. Quoting 
Yugoslav news agency, the dispatch 
1 that Marshal Tito “expressed disap- 
itrnent at the part played by the Catlio- 
clergy in tlie liberation of Yugoslavia.’’ 

MORE THAN two hundred public offi- 
s of the archdiocese of Boston attended 
special “retreat for Catholic men and 
new in public office" last May 5, accord- 
to the Boston Herald. Among those who 
tided were Governor Tobin, several 
ors, scores of city and State com- 
sioners, Department heads, legislators, 
tes and others. 

WO SCHOOL BUILDINGS, worth 
ut a quarter of a million dollars, were 
■ntly purchased from the City of Bos- 
by tlie Roman Catholic church for a 
I of less than $20,000—$3,200 for 
and $15,000 for the other. Both tlie 
>ol committee and the real-estate np- 
isers were Roman Catholics. 


L S - 717! 

CONSEQUENCES of the Mead-Aiken 
S-717, which would grant Federal aid 
arochial schools, are well put by a read- 
s follows: 

•f Protestants can be taxed to teach 
><• Roman Catholic religion, how could 
church be better established? If this 
'•1 should be passed, the Protestant 
•i-ccs should get a fund to carry it to 
ie Supreme Court, since 1 fail to see 
I can be taxed to support any 
‘"I'cli school wherein only those of a 
•fticular religion are allowed to teach, 
would be paying for teaching that my 
lVn religion is wrong.” 

— A. .1. R., Melrose, Mass. 



“I l-'IND your magazine very interesting, 
and ii]H»n investigation was pleased to 
learn that it is considered one of tlie most 
reliable publications of this nature avail¬ 
able. I wish that every non-Cathollc was 
on your subscription list, especially those 
who scoff at tlie idea that the Roman 
Catholic system is a menace to our Ameri¬ 
can political system and freedom of re¬ 
ligion.” 

—Raymond P. Hoffman 

Lincoln Bible Institute, Lincoln, III. 


A FORMER Roman Catholic priest, now 
interested in Evangelical Christianity, 
writes as follows: 

“Dear Brethren: 

“I fully agree with your opinion of the 
Roman church. It is the antithesis of all 
that is truly Christ, and its secret and 
little known organization, purpose and 
aim are incontrovertibly directed to the 
extermination of man’s right to freedom 
and democracy. I could never return to 
the Roman church ('tamquam canem ad 
vomitum’). 

“A lot of water may flow under the 
bridge of time before it happens, but I 
am convinced the Roman church some 
day will be so weak as to humble itself 
before the Protestant churches and plead 
for cooperation. Communism Is going to 
do a lot of spiritual house-cleaning and I 
think that all churches are in for drastic 
but necessary changes. I am not a com¬ 
munist but I believe that the full teach¬ 
ing of the Gospel will now be possible in 
Europe.” 

— L. N„ Duluth, Minn, 


APPRECIATION 

“For several months I have been re¬ 
ceiving ‘The Converted Catholic Maga¬ 
zine’ and I very heartily appreciate its 
contents. As president of Dakota Bible 
College and minister of two congregations 
I appreciate having available the facts 
that you publish.” 

— Rev. W. E. Stram, Pres. 
Dakota Bible College, 
Arlington, South Dakota 
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS 


Tht following bools have been chosen and arc recommended as containing good] 
source material on the aims and activities of the Homan Catholic church iodng s ] 


|)EB FUEHRER, by Conrad Heiden, who 
is recognized as knowing more about the 
rise of Hitler and Nazism than any objec¬ 
tive historian alive. He does not omit the 
part played by ihe Vatican and the Cath¬ 
olic hierarchy in bringing Hitler to power. 
778 pages. Price $8.00 

THE SPANISH LABYRINTH, by Gerald 
Brenan; the most authoritative and best 
documented account of the social, politi¬ 
cal and religious background of the Span¬ 
ish civil war. 384 pages. Price $8.50 

CONTEMPORARY ITALY, by Count Car¬ 
lo Sforza; a storehouse of valuable and 
fascinating information by a recognized 
leader of Italian liberalism who was 
Italy’s Minister of Foreign Affairs before 
Mussolini. Of particular interest are his 
inside revelations of the Vatican’s war¬ 
mongering among the nations. 430 pages. 
Price $3.50 

AYRAT TO DO WITH ITALY? hy Sal- 
vemini-La Piaria. The authors of this ex¬ 
cellent work are: Professor Gaetano Sal- 
vemini, undaunted foe of Fascism and po¬ 
litical Catholicism, and Professor George 
La Piana, ex-Catholic priest, church his¬ 
torian and authority on Canon Law, now 
professor of history at Harvard. Both are 
authorities on Italy. 801 pages. 

Price $8.75 

FA LANGE, The Secret Axis Army in the 
Americas, by Allan Chase; a factual and 
irrefutable work on the activities of Fran¬ 
co’s Fifth Column in North and South 
America and the Philippines—and the 
part played in it by the Homan Catholic 
church. 278 pages. Price $3.00 

THE PRIEST, TIIE WOMAN AND THE 
CONFESS ION AL, by Father Chiuiquy; 
(New Edition). Price $1.00 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN LATIN A MEM 
ICA? by George P. Howard. This is a 
“must” book for every minister, every 
missionary-minded person, every lover of 
democracy and religious freedom. It con¬ 
tains first-hand information on the Ro¬ 
man Catholic campaign against Protestant 
missionary work in Latin America. 170 
pages. Price $2.C 

SCHOOL AND CHl'ROH. The Americ 

Way, by Conrad Henry Moehlman; anl 
historical approach to the problem of re¬ 
ligious instruction in the public schools; 
a fully-documented defense of the Ameri¬ 
can public school system against the at¬ 
tack by the Roman Catholic Church. 
178 pages. Price. $2.50 

AY1IICH RELIGION — ROMANISM, 
PROTESTANTISM OR CHRIST? by Rev. 

George Wells Arms; a concise analysis of 
the contrast between Roman Catholic 
teaching and New Testament Christianity. 
Booklet, 42 pages. Price 2®° 

FREEMASONRY AXI) ROMAN CATHOL¬ 
ICISM, by H. L. Haywood; an authorita¬ 
tive exposition of the persecution of Free? 
masonry by the Roman Catholic church, 

224 pages. Price 

For those interested in prophecy: 

THE PRESENT ANTI-CHRIST, hy Frej 

Peters. Whether or not an Anti-Christ 
to come at the end of the world, t|9 
author holds and proves the Papacy I s t~i 
Anti-Christ always with us as the counter 
feit of God. Price . 

GOD'S WITNESS IN EGYPT, by Willi*® 

L. Klinker; a documentary analysis of tnf 
relation of Bible prophecy to the p 3£*j 
mids of Egypt. Price 


Order from: AGORA PUBLISHING CO- 
229 W. 4STI1 ST., NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

(For list of our pamphlets, see cover of last month's issue.) 

















The Work of Christ's Mission 

Public Meetings of Worship, Testimonies and Forum, every Sunday at 3:30 
in the afternoon, in the Auditorium at 229 West 48th Street, 
half a block west of Broadway, New York City 




C HRIST’S MISSION was 
founded in New York City 
in 1879 by Rev. James A. 0 ’Con¬ 
nor, a former Roman Catholic 
priest. Having eome to the 
knowledge of true Christian 
teaching, he determined to make 
it known to his former Catholic 
brethren. A special feature of his 
Mission has been to help other 
priests to follow his example and 
to enable them to find positions 
in life after resigning from the 
Roman priesthood. In the sixty 
years of its existence, Christ’s 
Mission has aided hundreds of 
Catholic priests in this way. 

Its articles of incorporation 
specifically state that Christ’s 
Mission was founded “for the 
purpose of mutual improvement 
of religious knowledge and for 
the furtherance of religious opin¬ 
ion.” It therefore maintains its 


platform in the heart of New 
York City as an open forum for 
the discussion of the vital differ¬ 
ences between the religious and 
cultural values of Reformation 
teaching and those of Roman 
Catholicism. 

It also seeks to enlighten non- 
Catholics as to Vatican-inspired 
activities against civil and religi¬ 
ous liberty. In treating of this 
subject, however, it carefully dis¬ 
tinguishes between (1) the Ro¬ 
man Curia, (2) the hierarchy, 
and (3) the Catholic laity. It 
does not assail individuals, but 
speaks plainly about the aims 
and workings of the politico- 
religious system of Roman Ec- 
clesiasticism, of which they all 
form a part. Nor does it connect 
any considerable percentage of 
the laity with the political 
schemes of either the Vatican or 
the hierarchy. 


CHRIST’S MISSION — Form of Bequest 

I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, incorporated in the State of 

New York, the sum of $. to be applied to the uses and 

purposes of said Mission. 


YOUR COOPERATION IS SOLICITED AND YOUR CORRESPONDENCE 

INVITED 


When in New York City, come to our meetings. We cordially welcome yon. 

CHRIST’S MISSION . . 229 West 48th St, New York 19, N. Y. 























